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first political memory was in 1984 as a 
9-year-old going to a Helms-Reagan 
rally. That is my first political mem-
ory. Beyond that when I was a high 
school student, I stopped into Jesse 
Helms’ office and he took a few min-
utes to sit and talk with me, take a 
picture with me at his desk, and 
showed me around his office. And I re-
alized once I became a lawmaker how 
very short time is here on Capitol Hill, 
and for him to give me that moment is 
a special memory that I will always 
cherish. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the Helms family, and his wife, Dot. 

At this time I yield to the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. HAYES). 

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, I had the 
privilege of attending Senator Helms’ 
funeral along with Congressman 
MCHENRY, Congressman JONES, Sen-
ator BIDEN, Senator DODD, Senator 
BYRD, Senator DOLE, and others. And 
there were two takeaways from that 
funeral that I particularly remember. 
One was directly from Senator Helms. 
He said, ‘‘You can always change your 
priorities, but never change your prin-
ciple.’’ That was a hallmark. 

The other thing that the pastor said, 
‘‘The Lord always examines the heart 
of the giver before he examines the 
gift.’’ Senator Helms’ heart was with 
his constituents. His constituent serv-
ice, regardless of party, was absolutely 
remarkable, and it was a tribute to 
him, his relationship with his wife, 
Dot, his family and his children. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Sen-
ator MCCONNELL and Jimmy Broughton 
and the Helms family for the wonderful 
testimonial of his service to his coun-
try. 

f 

EDUCATING IRAQ’S FUTURE 
LEADERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, most of 
our Nation’s students are on summer 
vacation right now. They are enjoying 
camp, swimming, playing, or just hang-
ing out and relaxing. Some are even 
earning a few dollars at a summer job. 

For their counterparts in Iraq, the 
school break is just now beginning. 
Iraqi students have just wrapped up 
their final exams. This year we learned 
was very different from last year’s 
exam period. According to reports from 
relief organizations and a recent arti-
cle in the Christian Science Monitor, 
last year’s tests were marred by un-
precedented incidents of mass cheat-
ing, bribe-taking, and sheer lawless-
ness. In many places, Mr. Speaker, last 
year we heard that militiamen and in-
surgents strolled casually into exam 
centers and forced officials, often at 
gun point, to allow cheating. 

Parents feared sending their children 
to exams. The challenges of just get-
ting to school, making it past militia 
roadblocks and suicide attackers was 

one thing; making it through a day full 
of cheating, intimidation and violence 
was quite another. One test proctor 
overseeing a geography high school 
exam at Baghdad University told the 
Christian Science Monitor, ‘‘Last year 
the outlaws took advantage of the brit-
tle security situation and caused un-
precedented chaos during the final 
exams. It was truly a mark of utter 
shame on our education system as a 
whole.’’ 

Another Iraqi reported that militia-
men stormed into an exam hall to force 
proctors to let students cheat. When 
one headmaster objected, he was brief-
ly kidnapped and threatened by the mi-
litiamen until he relented. 

Students were woefully underpre-
pared for their exams, Mr. Speaker. 
One observer told the media that an-
guished-looking girls came out of the 
exam room complaining not only about 
how difficult the questions were, but 
also about their preparation. They said 
it is not fair, we didn’t even have a 
chemistry teacher all year, and we are 
being tested on chemistry. 

This year, thankfully, it appears that 
the neighborhoods are much more se-
cure. An overwhelming presence of 
military and law enforcement appears 
to have kept interfering forces at bay 
during the testing. The situation is 
still not ideal, however, because many 
students have to travel great distances 
daily. But generally, the situation is 
somewhat, if not a great deal, better. 

Iraq has a rich educational history, 
Mr. Speaker. Until the years of the 
first Gulf War, Iraq led the region in 
academics and produced internation-
ally recognized leaders in the fields of 
law, medicine and theology. But the 
challenges are still great. 

The Ministry of Human Rights re-
ported at the end of June that 340 aca-
demics were killed in and around Iraq 
from 2005 to 2007. And according to the 
Ministry of Education, 28 percent of 
Iraq’s 17 year olds in the center and 
southern part of the country took their 
final exams in the year 2007, but only 
40 percent passed. That was a decrease 
from 2006 when the figure was 60 per-
cent passing. 

We already know that this adminis-
tration gets a failing grade on its Iraq 
policy. However, we don’t need to con-
demn a generation of Iraq’s future 
leaders. We should be investing in 
schools, not in tanks and guns. We 
must redeploy our troops and military 
contractors from Iraq, and we must 
work peacefully to help with their rec-
onciliation. Mr. Speaker, let’s send the 
children to school, not to war. 

f 

EARMARK LIMITATION 
AMENDMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, every year 
now we hear a lot of high-minded rhet-
oric about earmarks and how earmarks 

represent Congress’ Article I authority, 
that we earmark in Congress because 
we have the power of the purse and we 
are simply exercising that power. 

But the reality belies that claim. Let 
me talk about one earmark tonight 
that will give just an example of how 
this high-minded rhetoric that we 
often hear is so wrong. 

We may not even get appropriation 
bills on the floor this year. We may not 
have any. It may be that we simply do 
a continuing resolution to fund appro-
priations for the next fiscal year; and 
then in January have a big omnibus 
bill and all of the earmarks, the thou-
sands that have been put as part of the 
bill that we haven’t even seen on the 
House floor, will be dumped into the 
bill. 

So all we can do, I guess, is come to 
the floor in a forum like this when we 
are not even officially challenging the 
earmarks, but to highlight what a 
waste some of these earmarks are. 

This earmark that I want to talk 
about tonight is $200,000 in funding for 
the Advantage West Economic Devel-
opment Group’s Certified Entrepre-
neurial Community Program in North 
Carolina. There are a number of ear-
marks similar to this in the Labor- 
HHS bill which we won’t see later this 
year. These are funds set aside for eco-
nomic development, business incuba-
tors and workforce programs. 

I would never argue, nor would any of 
us in our campaign literature, that this 
is a proper role and function of govern-
ment. Yet we see time and again ear-
mark after earmark to fund these 
kinds of programs. 

This is not the first time I have chal-
lenged an earmark for this specific 
group. In fact, last year I came to the 
floor and argued that this group need 
not have Federal funds to carry out its 
objective. I say this because Advantage 
West Economic Development Group’s 
Website has a long list of corporate 
sponsors, including BB&T, BellSouth, 
Qualcomm, Sprint, UBS, Verizon and 
Wachovia. In addition to more than 80 
corporate sponsors listed, the group 
also counts the National Park Service, 
National Endowment for the Arts and 
the U.S. Department of Commerce as 
‘‘funding partners.’’ 

On top of that, the group received a 
$282,000 earmark in last year’s appro-
priation bill. 

So why in the world, Mr. Speaker, 
with so much financial support coming 
here should this group receive an addi-
tional subsidy? It simply makes no 
sense at all. 

I think that we ought to mention 
here, as was mentioned in the July 9 
issue of Roll Call, that we often hear 
that earmarks are given out because 
Members know their districts much 
better than faceless bureaucrats in 
some department. 

b 1945 
But why is it, then, if there is such a 

noble purpose for earmarks, and the 
Members are simply knowing their dis-
trict and getting these districts, why is 
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